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Online English 101 – Theme

Why would anyone even consider an online English 101 class?  Why should an intelligent human being submit to taking a required course in such an isolated manner?  When there are no openings in classes on campus or other activities prevent a potential student’s attendance during normally scheduled hours, desperation defies common sense.  A bit of computer knowledge presents another option, an online class.  Basic English review and writing instruction propose no huge threat of failure in this class.  The unsuspecting student who registers for an online English 101 class is essentially enrolling in three simple inter-related courses – a computer class, a writing class, and a psychology class. 

First, success in this class requires a computer and a bit of computer knowledge.  E-mail and Blackboard services as well as basic Internet navigation are used repeatedly by the instructor and students for communication purposes.  The Microsoft Word program, keyboarding, editing, and saving files to disc are necessary skills a computer novice must acquire rapidly.  Computer labs on campus and in public libraries are available during open times.  Some have helpers who can answer simple questions.  After hours, a home computer is a “life-saver” for a last minute adjustment.  Clearly, this class requires that the student gain a basic usability of the e-mail and Blackboard systems, a workable knowledge of the Microsoft Word program, and an accessibility of a computer capable of those functions; that adds up to a computer class.  

Next, the obvious element of this course is English, as the title states.  The reading assignments and writing examples in the book and on the CD are helpful.  Grammar review, in the form of spelling, punctuation, and sentence structure is laborious, but necessary.  Writing guidelines are awkward initially: ideas, outlines, simple themes, research themes, a title page, and a works cited page.  Each task stretches old skills and strengthens newly learned patterns of writing.  Following the guidance of the instructor and referring to the text and CD, an English 101 student reads examples of various writings, reviews grammar rules, and learns proper steps to produce writing assignments worthy of a basic college level English class.  

Finally, even the most oblivious person gradually notices that a very real and personal battle is taking place as he writes.  Distraction, like a child, resists the disciplines placed upon his energy.  Disorganization, similar to a strong youth, rebels against the rules of grammar and form.  Discouragement, resembling a tired, old man, resents the time investment required to effectively present thoughts and ideas.  As this class commands discipline, rules, and time, the emerging writer finds himself the subject of a scientific case study in his own private Psychology class.  

Any online class involves more than is implied by the name.  A gullible new student signs up for English 101, with no clue that the same class on campus has two other classes included in the online version.  He probably would not consider taking such a course if he comprehended what would later become apparent.  Almost immediately, simple computer tasks turn into research and study, from which a computer class emerges.  The reading, grammar review, and writing assignments define an English class with emphasis on writing.  Discipline, rules, and time demands are interesting variables in an objective Psychology class; however, observing one’s own responses is rather distressing.  While squeezing a computer class, an English class, and a Psychology class into one compact disguise, an online English 101 course teaches computer skills, develops writing fundamentals, and provides the student with personal psychological insights; some surprise packages are best discovered a little at a time.
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Welcome to English 101 online! It is time to learn the basics of writing. During this class, instruction is given on how to write several different types of papers. I really thought the orientation was an important tool for this class. I also felt the discussion board was very helpful. The three things that I would recommend to a prospective student for this English 101 online class are to attend the orientation, to participate on the discussion board, and to be prepared for the writing assignments.

First, attending the orientation is very important. At this time, the class syllabus is handed out. The syllabus outlines the class policies, all of the writing assignments, and the dates everything is due. It also discusses the grading and expectations of the papers. I also feel it is important at the orientation to meet a classmate. By meeting another person in the class, this will give a possible study partner to consult with if questions arise. I corresponded with one person and she helped me tremendously. During orientation, the class book is introduced as well as a CD that goes along with the book. The instructor had everyone insert their CD to ensure it was working properly. At this time, the instructor also directed everyone where the assignments were on the CD. The orientation is very important to a new student because the syllabus is handed out, this is an opportunity to meet other classmates, and the book and CD are introduced by the instructor. 

Next, participation in the discussion board is also important. On the discussion board, all students place their writing assignments for everyone to read. This gives the student an opportunity to get ideas from the other papers. Also, the student receives feedback from the others on their own paper. The feedback from the other students is given before the final paper is turned in. I feel, by participating in the discussions and using the feedback, my papers were improved. The discussion board was also a forum to communicate with the instructor. The instructor also gave helpful feedback on the discussion board. It was comforting to know that, if I had any questions, I could e-mail the instructor at any time. Also, an advantage to using this discussion board is access to a free Mott College e-mail account. This can save money for a starving college student. Information about college activities is always being sent to these e-mail addresses. By using the discussion board, a student reads all papers written by classmates, communicates with the instructor, and receives a free e-mail account.

Finally, it is important to always be prepared for the writing assignments. Even though the class is online, a student should keep ahead of the assignments. If the assignments are rushed, the quality of work will be diminished. By having the assignments done either early or on-time, the student has more opportunities to improve their papers with the feedback from others as well as the instructor. The book is also an important tool for the writing assignments. The book gives ideas and examples for writing the different types of papers. It also discusses grammar, punctuation, and parts of speech that are helpful in writing papers. The preparation for all these assignments allows the student to be confident that his or her work is produced. The accomplishment of the writings in this English class gives the student great pride. He or she emerges as a better writer. By being prepared for the writing assignments, a student can create quality papers, utilize the book for helpful hints, and take pride in their accomplishments.

This class is very beneficial. My recommendation to the new students is attend the orientation, participate on the discussion board, and be prepared for the writing assignments. I again welcome the new students to this online class. The orientation is important as the syllabus is given and the expectations are discussed. The discussion board is important as feedback and ideas are given to help the writer. Being prepared for the writing assignments is also important as the student has many opportunities to produce the best work possible. The experience of this online English 101 class is relatively painless, and the student emerges as a better writer!

Jennifer Rathburn

jrathburn@edtech.mcc.edu

4/23/03

